Cocaine, the alkaloid of Erythroxylon Coca Lam., was discovered by Nieman in i860, and afterwards studied by W. Lossen (1812,) who assigned to it the formula Q7H21O4.
The coca-leaf has been recognized as having qualities somewhat analogous to those of coffee and tea, its alkaloid, however, being entirely different from Caffeine or Theine, which has the composition CgHjo^C^. It We may add that the drug appears to be of value particularly also to dentists. While its effects may be too superficial to render it applicable in cases of extraction, it will undoubtedly add much to the patient's comfort when ligatures are to be forced under the gum in the application of the rubber dam, and it may possibly be of service as an alleviator of sensitive dentine. Its topical application will probably be found in some forms of neuralgia, and in odontalgia. Cases of pulpitis will probably be relieved, on account of its property of relieving venous congestion, as mentioned by Dr. Bosworth {supra).
To produce local anaesthesia it is only necessary to paint the part with the solution two or three times at intervals of as many minutes.
Insensibility of the part will supervene in about five minutes, and continue from twenty to thirty minutes. It may also be injected hypodermicaHy with good effect A two or four-per-cent. solution is generally employed, but a stronger one is sometimes required, even as strong as twenty per cent.
If ever a remedy, on purely theoretical grounds, held out any hopes of being serviceable in sea-sickness, it seems to us that cocaine is one of these. At all events, it will be worth while to tr its effects.
We are indebted to the below-named journals for the data for the preceeding article:
